I am sorry that I am unable to be with you this evening.
After having carefully considered the Government’s advice on COVID-19, because myself an several immediate family members fall into at risk categories, I am following the advice and avoiding contact with people where at all possible.
As your Cornwall Councillor I will be on hand to work with you all to try to provide as much information and support over the coming weeks and months as possible.
As Cornwall Councillors we will be receiving regular updates from a variety of groups and I will try to share information on what we can all do to support one another as soon as I get it online and through any other channels available to me.
As ever, I have found that situations of adversity bring out the very best in our amazing communities and we already have strong online support groups set up by volunteers and parish councillors around Mevagissey and St Goran as well as contact being maintained with vulnerable and less able people in Pentewan Valley.
We need to make sure that everyone comes together, to look out for those people who need it, offer support and continue. 
Cornwall Council will almost certainly shortly be putting in emergency contingency planning for its meetings up at County Hall, but life goes on outside of it.
I’d like to put on record my enormous thanks and gratitude to those people who cannot work from home, who work in our NHS, emergency services in the care system, or in shops and pharmacies keeping the shelves stocked – you really are keeping the country going at this critical time.
As ever, I am here to help with any local issues that come up  - please do email me at james.mustoe@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk or call me on 07885 277670 with any concerns.
Thank you to all parish councillors for doing what you are doing in our communities, as volunteers, and I wish you all the best for these troubling times.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I look forward to resuming ‘normal service’ down the line and will come back with standard reports on normal activity at that point.
